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The month of February is 
seasoned with all kinds of 
political potpourri.  Besides 
some of the following events, 
six amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution have been ratifi ed, 
four presidents have had 
birthdays, and the only two 
presidential impeachments ever 
have all taken place in the second 
month of the year.  Many other 
governments have also been 
especially active in February, 
including those in the United 
Kingdom, Italy, Mexico, Japan, 
and South Africa.

February 2, 1848 - The war 
between the U.S. and Mexico 
ended with the signing of the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. In 
exchange for $15 million, the U.S. 
acquired the areas encompassing 
parts or all of present day 
California, Nevada, Utah, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, 
Wyoming, and Texas. 

February 3, 1943 - One of 
the most extraordinary acts of 
heroism during World War II 
occurred in the icy waters off 
Greenland after the U.S. Army 
transport ship Dorchester was hit 
by a German torpedo and began 
to sink rapidly. When it became 
apparent there were not enough 
life jackets, four U.S. Army 
chaplains on board removed 
theirs, handed them to frightened 
young soldiers, and chose to go 

down with the ship. 

February 5, 1917 - The new 
constitution of Mexico, allowing 
for sweeping social changes, 
was adopted.  It was drafted 
in Santiago de Querétaro by a 
Constitutional Convention during 
the Mexican Revolution.

February 6, 1952 - King 
George VI of England died. 
Upon his death, his daughter 
Princess Elizabeth, the current 
reigning monarch, became Queen 
Elizabeth II, Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland.

February 11, 660 BC - 
Celebrated in Japan as the 
founding date of the Japanese 
nation, which occurred with the 
accession to the throne of the fi rst 
Emperor, Jimmu.

February 11, 1929 - Italian 
dictator Benito Mussolini granted 
independence to the State of 
Vatican City and recognized the 
sovereignty of the pope (Holy 
See) over the area, measuring 
about 110 acres with a current 
population of about 900.  The 
Vatican remains today as the 
smallest state in the world by both 
area and population.

February 11, 1990 - In South 
Africa, Nelson Mandela, at age 
71, was released from prison 
after serving 27 years of a life 

sentence on charges of attempting 
to overthrow the apartheid 
government. In April 1994, he 
was elected president in the fi rst 
all-race elections.

February 14 - Celebrated as 
Valentine’s Day, one of the 
most widely observed unoffi cial 
holidays in which romantic 
greeting cards and gifts are 
exchanged. Saint Valentine (also 
Valentinus) refers to one of 
several martyred saints of ancient 
Rome.  Many of the current 
legends that characterize Saint 
Valentine were invented in the 
fourteenth century in England, 
notably by Geoffrey Chaucer and 
his circle, when the saint’s feast 
day of February 14 fi rst became 
associated with romantic love.

February 14, 1929 - The St. 
Valentine’s Day massacre 
occurred in Chicago as seven 
members of the Bugs Moran gang 
were gunned down by fi ve of 
Al Capone’s mobsters posing as 
police.

February 26, 1848 - The 
Communist Manifesto pamphlet 
was published by two young 
socialists, Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels, advocating the 
abolition of all private property 
and a system in which workers 
own all the means of production, 
land, factories and machinery.

This Month in History with 
Mr. Fech & Mr. Rodriguez

The SACA Eagles wom-
en’s basketball team’s sea-
son came to an end on Jan-
uary 29th.  

The team took to the court 
for the fi rst time in school 
history on Dec. 6 against 
Aztlan Academy.  

Despite being down by 
double digits the Lady Ea-
gles made up the defi cit to 
come out victorious 21-19.  

Austin Hourscht scored 
the fi rst three points in 
school history, while Jay-
cie Montejano proved 
unstoppable on the glass, 
grabbing fi ve rebounds to 
lead the team in that de-
partment.  

Point guard Adrienne 
Megariz led the team in 
scoring with 10 points, 
while dishing out two as-
sists.  

Coach José Rodriguez 

noted that this team is 
relatively young, and it 
was important to get the 
season started off on the 
right foot.  

Despite the team’s ups 
and downs this season, it 
was a positive thing for 
those who participated.  

Heidi Doxsey said the 
season was a learning ex-
perience for all involved, 
and that it was a pleasure 
to be a part of the school’s 

fi rst women’s basketball 
team.  “It was good—awe-
some—playing with girls 
who could [play] ball.  I 
learned a lot from my team-
mates,” Heidi Doxsey said.  

Joelle Enriquez said the 
season was a great experi-
ence.  “Everyone worked 
together pretty well. I be-
came closer to lot of the 
girls. It was nice to make 
new friends,” Joelle En-
riquez said. 

Coach Rodriguez noted 
that several players left 
the team.  “We started the 
season with about 11 play-
ers and fi nished the season 
with seven players,” Coach 
Rodriquez said. 

“It was tough at times 
dealing with injuries and 
having such a thin bench,  
yet I am extremely proud 
of the young women who 
played the entire season, 
and who gave their all to 
the team. 

“It is easy to judge the 
success of a team based on  
wins and losses.  Regard-
less of the number of wins 
this team had, each young 
woman on this team is a 
winner.”

Premiere women’s team hits the court

By Mr. Barry Fox

Left-to-right: Coach José Rodriguez, Austin Hourscht, Adrienne Megariz, Maria 
Lujan, Heidi Doxsey, Joelle Enriquez, Jaycie Montejano, and Flor Palacios.
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“The secret of happiness is not to do what you like to do, but to learn to like what you have to do.” - King George V
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We are proud to 
announce that we now 
offer a Holocaust Seminar 
to SACA students. The 
seminar began Jan. 7 and 
will run for 13 weeks 
through the middle of 
April.  

Those enrolled attend the 
seminar for one hour each 
week, participate in group 
discussions, watch fi lms, 
and complete research 
assignments. The 20 
students in the seminar will 
be receiving ¼ credit in 
Language Arts and ¼ credit 
in Social Studies. 

This seminar is an 
exploration of the Holocaust 
from a historical and literary 
point of view. The students 
will be reading a novel 
and making a research 
presentation in April. 

Britton Bradley, one of 

the students enrolled in 
the Holocaust seminar, 
noted that he has enjoyed 
the seminar so far. “[I 
have] already learned new 
things,” Britton Bradley 
said. “This will be a very 
interesting course.”  

We hope to be able to 
offer this seminar again 
in the fall of 2008 and 
continue with it every 
semester.  In Dec. we had 
a great response to the 
offering of this seminar 
with a very large number 
of students that were 
interested in taking it; 
therefore, we have to hold 
two sessions each week to 
accommodate everyone. 
Keep this seminar in mind 
for next school year.  It is 
sure to be a great learning 
opportunity for all who 
participate.

SACA offers literature, 
history crossover class
By Mrs. Melissa Haller

The SACA Eagles 
men’s team is off to a 
tough start this season, 
with a running total of 4-
8.  

Coach Mike Lopez not-
ed that he is pleased with 
the progress the team has 
made this year.  

“The team has shown 
great improvement since 
the start of the season,” 
Coach Lopez said. 

“It doesn’t matter how 
many games we win or 
lose in the regular season, 
our success is to be mea-
sured in the postseason.”  

The win-a-game lose-  
a-game scenario has gone 
on for some time this sea-
son.  

Andres Rodriguez be-
lieves the key to string-

ing together some wins lies 
with the players.  

“We need to communi-
cate with each other more,” 
Andres Rodriguez said. 
“We need to play together 
in a more organized man-
ner.”  

The team is trying to de-
fend their league title. An-
dres Rodriguez notes that 
the team wants to repeat 
as champions, but in order 
for that to happen the team 
must make some changes. 

“We need to play hard 
for 32 minutes, [not] look 
at the scoreboard, and leave 
it all on the court,” Andres 
Rodriquez said.  

The team has had its 
share of ups and downs this 
season, yet they are com-
mitted to playing together 
as a cohesive unit.        

SACA struggles to 
defend champ title
By Mr. José Rodriquez

Edgar Serrano grabs a rebound in the Eagles’ game 
against Edge Academy.

Photo by Mr. Everett Grondin

Students allotted time 
to plan for the future

Sophomores should be 
gearing up in preparation 
for this year’s AIMS as-
sessment, according to 
Mrs. Annie Carpenter.  

Mrs. Carpenter, AIMS 
test coordinator, says 
the tests will take place 
the week of Feb. 25, and 
will cover the subjects of 
writing and reading.  

The writing assess-
ment will take place on 
Tuesday Feb. 26 and the 
reading assessment will 
take place on Wednesday 
Feb. 27. If a student can-
not attend on these days, 
he/she needs to see Mrs. 
Carpenter in order to fi nd 
out what must be done.

Students need to arrive 
by 8:30 a.m. to take the 
tests.

“Students who want to 
do well on the tests will 
benefi t from the preps we 
are handing out,” Mrs. 

Carpenter said.  
She also noted that in ad-

dition to helping students 
meet the standard, the preps 
are worth elective credit.

The reading and writing 
preps are worth ¼ credit 
each.  

This credit is available to 
students even if they have 
taken the preps before.  
This time around, students 
do not have to fret about an-
swering the same questions 
they may have answered in 
previous AIMS test preps 
since new prompts have 
been added to the curricu-
lum.

In addition to the preps, 
students are encouraged to 
ask one of the English in-
structors for a practice test.  

The practice tests will 
allow students to become 
more comfortable with the 
format of AIMS.

Students buckle down and focus on AIMS assess-
ments in Oct. of 2007.
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Students take aim at success
By Mr. Mark Anthony Febbo

Recent Microsoft 
Certifi cations

Word
Cheyenne VanAlst

Joelle Enriquez
Roman Romero
Chelsea Duran

Mary Skye
April Blatchford
Santiago Rocha

Powerpoint

Zach Goben

Excel
Zach Goben

Southern Arizona com-
munity Academy has begun 
an intensive future planning 
program for all students, 
according to Mrs. Annie 
Carpenter, IT instructor. 

Students have been bro-
ken down into groups based 
on academic progress and 
proximity to graduation.

Every Wednesday at 
10:30 a.m. students are bro-
ken into respective groups 

for future planning.
This program is in-

tended to aid students in 
thinking about continu-
ing education after high 
school.

As part of this exercise 
students are allowed time 
each week to research 
grants and scholarships, 
colleges and universities, 
as well as internships and 
careers.

By Mr. Mark Anthony Febbo


